AUGUST 2021 NEWSLETTER
Good morning Friends,
It will nearly be the end of summer shortly, so I hope you have been enjoying the weather
and the woods and parks especially since some of the restrictions have been lifted.
As we are hoping to hold our first meeting in September since lockdown, this will be my last
monthly Newsletter. I have been sending a Newsletter round for 16 months, and I hope you
have gained an insight into the Friends of Radford Woods Group, Plymstock.
The Orchard
We have been informed that wasps have built a nest under the Farmer’s Glory tree. A notice
was put on the fence to inform the community of this. PCC have been informed.

Lots of apples are appearing on the trees, and will be ready to pick soon. As you are aware
most areas of grass in the City have been left to nature to attract the insects, bees and
butterflies, and have been cut this month. The Orchard has now been mowed by
Richard/Andy who were very careful around the wasp nest.

The Bug Hotel

With a newly printed Bug Hotel poster, we hope to encourage more insects to stay there!
Mike, one of our Group members, built this amazing Bug Hotel.

ALONG THE PATH FROM THE HIDE INTO THE WOODS

spread

Creeping Thistle was seen along the bank, and is our
most common species of thistle, and can be found
on disturbed and cultivated ground, such as rough
grassland, roadside verges and field edges from June
to October. Its creeping roots enable it to quickly
spread across an area, forming large colonies.

F

Furland Field
PCC still have ongoing labour issues caused by the pandemic and so it looks likely that the
planned autumn seeding will not take place. Andy has several times spotted a male Roe
Deer eating the bindweed, and he seems quite happy munching away, though it is doubtful
that he will clear enough on his own!

BBQ
Further investigation has revealed that it is safe to hold our proposed BBQ in the Orchard on
the 25th August. Members will be sent round details shortly.

Bi-Annual Friends Forum
Kieran of PCC informed the Group that they will be doing a virtual Forum on the 1 st
September from 5 to 6.30 p.m. Several of our members have shown an interest in this, but if
anyone else would like to take part, please let me know for the link details.

FoRW Notice Board
Janet has up-dated the FoRW’s Notice board at the entrance to the boardwalk from the
main road. All the Fairy signs have been cleaned, and we have seen several parents with
young children following the Fairy trail.

Radford Lake, Hooe on a sunny August afternoon

Ash Die Back Area
Andy reported on two of the trees planted in the ash die back area. Both trees are in leaf,
but Dave felt the first tree was not as healthy as the Copper Beech. Andy sent in this
charming poem by Edith Nesbit who wrote “The Railway Children”.

The Silver Birch is a dainty lady,
She wears a satin gown;
The elm tree makes the old churchyard shady,
She will not live in town.
The English Oak is a sturdy fellow,
He gets his green coat late;
The willow is smart in a suit of yellow,
While brown the beech trees wait.
Such a gay green gown God gives the larches –
As green as he is good!
The hazels hold up their arms for arches,
When spring rides through the wood.
The Chestnut’s proud, and the Lilac’s pretty,
The poplar’s gentle and tall,
But the plane tree’s kind to the poor dull city,
I love him best of all!

Finally, a last poem by Celia Thaxter (1835 to 1894) describing the month of August.

Buttercup nodded and said goodbye
Clover and daisy went off together,
But the fragrant water lilies lie
Yet moored in the golden August weather.
The swallows chatter about their flight,
The cricket chirps like a rare good fellow.
The asters twinkle in clusters bright
While the corn grows ripe and the apple mellow.
Thanks go to Russell for running our web and FB sites, and keeping them up-to-date
with interesting nature facts, and what inhabits our woods.
As usual keep well, safe and alert.
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